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Colleagues and friends from all over the world, we are very
happy that you are here in Stockholm this summer! We look
forward to days of lectures and conversations, of new ideas
and impulses, of meeting old friends and making new ones,
of being together, of experiencing sounds and silences. Here,
the sometimes solitary and silent business of doing research on
children’s literature will be replaced, briefly, by the bustle and
bang of being together.
We, who welcome you are: Åsa Warnqvist, the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books; Elina Druker, Stockholm University; Björn Sundmark, Malmö University; and Mia Österlund,
Åbo Akademi University. It has been great to work together as
a team with the Congress, and to bring our different perspectives to bear on the whole enterprise. Even if the Congress is
located here in Stockholm, it is the result of a collaborative
effort. Moreover, it shows that the IRSCL Congress 2019 is the
concern not just of one city or institution (or nation, for that
matter). There is geographical spread – Swedish and Finnish
– and there is institutional variation, with the engagement of
three universities and an institute for children’s books. Most
importantly, however, you all are here, making the event truly
international and multi-faceted. This is as it should be. We believe that children’s literature research needs these recurring
meeting-places, and that we need to cross each other’s paths
nationally, transnationally, institutionally – occasionally.
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A word, too, about the Congress theme Silence and Silencing. It was inspired by Nordic children’s classics, such as H.C.
Andersen’s “Little Mermaid” who forsakes her voice for love,
and the silence-seeking Hemulen in Tove Jansson’s “The Hemulen Who Loved Silence” who just wants some peace and
quiet. But it was also inspired by their opposites, the rumbustious and vocal protagonists, such as Astrid Lindgren’s Pippi
Longstocking and Alf Prøysen’s Mrs Pepperpot. In the end, we
found that it is the dynamism of silence and sound, of silencing
and the breaking of silence, that would best stimulate our imagination and intellectual curiosity. All of you 500 Congress
delegates thought so too, evidently. Together, we will surely
break the silence!
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The 24th Biennial Congress of the International Research Society for Children’s Literature takes place at Stockholm City
Conference Centre (Norra Latin) in Stockholm, Sweden 14–18
August 2019. The number of participants at this year’s Congress – about 500 – is unprecedented in the history of IRSCL.
The Congress is hosted by the Swedish Institute for Children’s
Books, Sweden, in collaboration with the Department of Culture, Languages and Media at Malmö University, Sweden; the
Department of Culture and Aesthetics at Stockholm University, Sweden; and the Faculty of Arts, Psychology and Theology
at Åbo Akademi University, Finland. The Congress theme is
“Silence and Silencing in Children’s Literature.”

Congress Theme
Children’s literature tends to be seen as a liberating and empowering force in children’s lives. At the same time, however,
children’s fictions can often be seen as implicated in a widespread
and deeply rooted discourse of silence and silencing, which
draws on the idea that “children should be seen but not heard.”
It can, for instance, be argued that the discursive silencing of
children has been particularly influential in educational practices, even extending towards the regulation of “free” time and
after-school activities. Children’s fictions have been, and are
still, implicated in this discourse (see e.g. Perry Nodelman;
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Deborah Thacker). If Orientalism is a discourse that silences
non-Western perspectives, and patriarchy is a discourse that
works towards the disempowerment and silencing of women,
one can certainly maintain that children are othered, disenfranchised and muted in similar ways. Hence, in traditional
didactic children’s literature we can find many texts that either
directly or indirectly advocate that children should be silent.
But children’s literature is not just a discursive practice for
silencing children. It is also a tool for empowerment, a means
of giving children a voice. Thus, texts that challenge the silent
child ideal are also key to unpacking the theme.
Moreover, silence can be linked to what is left unsaid and
that which is explicitly censored. In other words, which subjects are tabooed and banned in children’s fictions? We believe
that the silences and lacunae within children’s literature should
be examined and voiced. Such an examination should also
extend to reading practices, for it can be argued that reading
itself may be an effective silencing strategy. A reading child
causes no disturbance – an aspect of reading often overlooked
and rarely critically examined. Ultimately, by interpreting the
ways in which silence and silencing (alternatively “sound” and
“voicing”) work in children’s fictions through representations
and reading practices we hope to cause an “alarum” that will
be noisily heard throughout the world of children’s literature
– and beyond!

Congress Webpage
www.irsclcongress2019.com
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Wednesday 14 August
9.00–10.30 Registration and Coffee (floor 2)
10.30–11.15 Welcome Ceremony (the Auditorium, floor 3)
The Swedish Minister for Higher Education and Research
Matilda Ernkrans, the President of the IRSCL Lies Wesseling,
and the Organizing Committee Åsa Warnqvist, Elina Druker,
Björn Sundmark, and Mia Österlund wish you welcome.
11.15–12.30 Keynote 1: Silence and Silencing in Children’s
Literature: Theoretical Perspectives, State of the Art and
Future Goals (the Auditorium, floor 3)
Vanessa Joosen, Associate Professor of English literature and
children’s literature, the University of Antwerp, Belgium.
12.30–13.30 Lunch
Served in Restaurant Cabaret at Folkets hus, Barnhusgatan
12, located across the street from the Congress venue.
13.30–15.00 Session 1 (floors 2 and 3)
15.00–15.30 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
15.30–17.00 Session 2 (floors 2 and 3)

Evening Activities
18.00–20.00 Visit to the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books
The visit to the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books
(Svenska barnboksinstitutet) gives you a chance to learn
more about the institute, see an exhibition on theoretical
literature linked to the Congress theme, and mingle with
other delegates over a glass of wine. Location: Odengatan
61. (Optional, pre-registration required.)
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Thursday 15 August
8.00–8.30 Registration (floor 2)
8.30–8.45 Welcome and Information (the Auditorium, floor 3)
8.45–10.00 Keynote 2: What Dreams May Come? Dealing
with History and Decolonising Imagery for Children (the
Auditorium, floor 3)
Temi Odumosu, Senior Lecturer in Cultural Studies, Malmö
University, Sweden.
10.00–10.30 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
10.30–12.30 Session 3 (floors 2 and 3)
12.30–13.30 Lunch (Mentoring)
Regular lunch served in Restaurant Cabaret at Folkets hus.
Mentoring lunch served at Bruce’s Dining Rooms (Bruces
matsalar, floor 2).
13.30–15.00 Session 4 (floors 2 and 3)
15.00–15.30 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
15.30–17.00 Session 5 (floors 2 and 3)

Evening Activities
18.00–20.00 Reception at Stockholm City Hall
The reception is hosted by the City of Stockholm and takes
place in the beautiful Stockholm City Hall (Stockholms
stadshus). It includes a traditional Swedish Smorgasbord
(buffet) courtesy of the City of Stockholm and a guided tour
of the building. Stockholm City Hall is famous for its grand
venues the Blue Hall and the Golden Hall. The Blue Hall is the
banquet hall used for the annual Nobel Banquet. Location:
Hantverkargatan 1. (Optional, pre-registration required.)
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Friday 16 August
8.00–8.30 Registration (floor 2)
8.30–8.45 Welcome and Information (the Auditorium, floor 3)
8.45–10.00 Keynote 3: The (Silent) Archival Stories of
Children’s Literature: Munro Leaf, Taiwan, and Beyond (the
Auditorium, floor 3)
Andrea Mei-Ying Wu, Professor of children’s literature and
Taiwanese literature, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan.
10.00–10.30 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
10.30–12.30 Session 6 (floors 2 and 3)
12.30–13.30 Lunch (served in Restaurant Cabaret at Folkets hus)
13.30–15.00 Session 7 (floors 2 and 3)
15.00–15.30 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
15.30–17.00 Session 8 (floors 2 and 3)

Evening Activities
18.00–22.00 Theme Night at Junibacken
The theme night on Nordic children’s literature is organized
by the Nordic institutes and centres for children’s books.
It is partly sponsored by the Nordic Culture Fund, Astrid
Lindgren AB and Junibacken. It takes place at Junibacken,
a children’s cultural centre focusing on children’s literature,
and includes a reception and refreshments (a party plate
of food and a glass of wine), two panels with Nordic
children’s book authors and illustrators, and a chance to
enjoy exhibitions and an Astrid Lindgren Story Train.
Location: Galärvarvsvägen 8. Joint transport by hired buses.
(Optional, pre-registration required.)
10

Saturday 17 August
8.30–9.00 Registration (floor 2)
9.00–9.15 Welcome and Information (the Auditorium, floor 3)
9.15–10.30 Keynote 4: Silence, Sirens and Sleep: The
Experience of Lullabies (the Auditorium, floor 3)
Bob Davis, Professor of Religious and Cultural Education,
University of Glasgow, Scotland.
10.30–11.00 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
11.00–12.30 Session 9 (floors 2 and 3)
12.30–13.00 Lunch (served on floors 2 and 3)
13.00–14.00 IRSCL Members’ Meeting (the Auditorium,
floor 3)
Free Afternoon

Evening Activities
18.00–20.00 Congress Dinner
Dinner guests are welcome to floor 2 for an aperitif at
18.00. The Congress Dinner is then served in the Pillar
Hall (Pelarsalen) on floor 1. The dinner includes an
aperitif, a three-course menu and two glasses of wine or
beverage of your choice. The evening program promises
speeches and Honours, as well as joyfulness and some
singing. (Optional, pre-registration required.)
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Sunday 18 August
8.30–9.00 Registration (floor 2)
9.00–9.15 Welcome and Information (the Auditorium, floor 3)
9.15–10.30 Keynote 5: A Hundred Miles of Silence: The
Moomin Stories of Tove Jansson (the Auditorium, floor 3)
Boel Westin, Professor Emeritus of Literature, Stockholm
University, Sweden.
10.30–11.00 Coffee Break (served on floors 2 and 3)
11.00–13.00 Session 10 (floors 2 and 3)
13.00–14.00 Lunch (served on floors 2 and 3)
14.00–14.15 Information about IRSCL Congress 2021 (the
Auditorium, floor 3)
14.15–15.15 Journal Editors’ Roundtable (the Auditorium,
floor 3)
15.15–15.30 Closing Ceremony (the Auditorium, floor 3)
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The Congress theme, “Silence and Silencing in Children’s Literature,” is intended to encapsulate how children’s literature responds to anxieties, fears, and desires of the past, present, and
future. Encompassing a plethora of perspectives and nationalities, the papers given at the Congress update both theoretical
and methodological approaches to the field of children’s literature scholarship. As organizers, we are pleased to introduce five
keynotes who represent the wide scope of children’s literature
research to explore the theme of silence and silencing, to stimulate and provoke discussion throughout the Congress. Confronting and voicing the margins of several topics via shared
intellectual constructs, we welcome vivid thought exchange.
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Vanessa Joosen is Associate
Professor of English literature and children’s literature at
the University of Antwerp in
Belgium. She is the author of,
among others, Critical and
Creative Perspectives on Fairy
Tales: An Intertextual Dialogue
Between Fairy-tale Scholar
ship and Postmodern Retellings
(2011), which won an ALA
Choice Award for Outstanding Academic Publication,
and co-editor of Grimm’s Tales
Around the Globe: The Dynamics of Their International Reception (2014), for which she and Gillian Lathey received the
ChLA Honour Award for Edited Book. Vanessa Joosen’s most
recent research focuses on the intersections between age studies and children’s literature, which has resulted in the edited
volume Connecting Childhood and Old Age in Popular Media
(2018) and the monograph Adulthood in Children’s Literature (2018). In 2018, she was awarded an ERC Starting Grant
for the project Constructing Age for Young Readers (CAFYR),
where she and her research team will use methods from genetic criticism, digital humanities, and reader response theory to
study age in children’s books.
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Temi Odumosu is Senior Lecturer in Cultural Studies at Malmö University. She is author of Africans in English Caricature
1769-1819: Black Jokes, White Humour (2017), which recently
won the Historians of British Art book award for scholarship
1600-1800. Her international research and curatorial practice are concerned with colonial archives/archiving, slavery and
visuality, Afro-Diaspora art, performance of memory, ethics
of care-in-representation, and more broadly exploring how
art mediates social transformation and healing. Recent curative interventions in Scandinavia include What Lies Unspoken: Sounding the Colonial Archive (National Gallery & Royal
Library of Denmark, 2017–2018), Milk & Honey (Botkyrka
Konsthall, Sweden, 2017), and Possession: Art, Power and Black
Womanhood (New Shelter Plan, Denmark, 2014).

15

Andrea Mei-Ying Wu is Professor of children’s literature and
Taiwanese literature at National Cheng Kung University in
Taiwan. She is currently President
of Taiwan Children’s Literature
Research Association (TCLRA)
and has served on the Executive Board of the International
Research Society for Children’s
Literature (IRSCL, 2013–17).
Her most recent publications include “Transculturality, Canonization, and the Production of Children’s Literature in Postwar
Taiwan—Jen-mu Pan, Hai-yin Lin, and the Editorial Task Force
for Children’s Books” in Journal of Taiwan Literary Studies (2019),
“Access to Books Matters: Cultural Ambassadors and the Editorial Task Force” in The Reading Teacher (2019), “Postcoloniality,
Globalization, and Transcultural Production of Children’s Literature in Postwar Taiwan” in The Routledge Companion to International Children’s Literature (2018), and a Chinese monograph
[Discourses of Subject, Gender, Place, and (Post)modern Childhood in Postwar Taiwanese Juvenile Fiction]. She was awarded a
Fulbright Senior Research Scholar fellowship (2014–15) for the
research project “Cold War America and the Canonization of
Children’s Literature in Taiwan: a Crosscultural Perspective and
Investigation,” from whence she has been working intensively on
the archival material of the Munro Leaf papers.
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Bob Davis is professor of
Religious and Cultural Education at University of Glasgow in Scotland. Bob Davis’s
interests range widely across
the domains of literature, cultural studies, anthropology,
religion, the Philosophy of
Education and Childhood
Studies. He has taught, written and broadcast extensively
on the history of childhood,
infant education and the intercultural representation of
children and childhood in
diverse contexts and media.
His biography of Robert Owen and the New Lanark project
captured many of these themes and he has continued to pursue research into constructions of babyhood, infancy and education from the early modern period onwards. His interest
in lullabies has spanned the ethnographic, literary and musical appreciation of lullabies as an integral and near universal
feature of childhood and child care. He is completing a major
study of the English Lullaby, from the early medieval to contemporary forms. Davis has also been Editor of Journal of Philosophy of Education since 2010.
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Boel Westin is Professor Emeritus of Literature at Stockholm
University in Sweden where she was chair of Children’s Literature between 1998 and 2018. Westin is an acclaimed international expert on Finno-Swedish author Tove Jansson and
the author of the authorized biography Tove Jansson: Life, Art,
Words (2007/2014), which has been translated into five lang
uages. Forthcoming is Letters from Tove, which will be published
in Great Britain in October 2019, and “Nostalgia” in the second edition of Keywords for Children’s Literature (2020). Boel
Westin’s present research focuses on early modern literature
for children and young people. She is Chief Editor of a new
history of Swedish children’s literature, a work conducted in
collaboration with the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books.
She is the chair of the Jury for the Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award.
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The IRSCL Congress 2019 is hosted by the Swedish Institute for
Children’s Books, Sweden, in collaboration with the Department of Culture, Languages and Media at Malmö University,
Sweden, the Department of Culture and Aesthetics at Stockholm University, Sweden, and the Faculty of Arts, Psychology
and Theology at Åbo Akademi University, Finland. The Organizing Committee consists of Åsa Warnqvist, Björn Sundmark, Elina Druker, and Mia Österlund, representatives of the
respective institutions.

19

Åsa Warnqvist is the Research Manager and Director of the Swedish
Institute for Children’s Books and
currently also affiliated with Linnaeus University. Her research has
primarily been focused on Canadian writer L. M. Montgomery, the
Swedish children’s book market,
gender studies, and normativity
studies. Warnqvist has edited several scholarly anthologies and is
the editor of Barnboken: Journal
of Children’s Literature Research.
She is also a member of the IRSCL
board and vice president of the
IRSCL.

Björn Sundmark is Professor of
English literature at Malmö University. He has published numerous articles on children’s literature and is the author of the study
Alice in the Oral-Literary Continuum (1999). He is also the co-editor
of The Nation in Children’s Literature (2013) and Child Autonomy
and Child Governance in Children’s
Literature: Where Children Rule
(2016). He is an assistant editor of
Barnboken: Journal of Children’s
Literature Research.

20

Elina Druker is Professor of Children’s Literature at the Department
of Culture and Aesthetics at Stockholm University. Her research area
covers picturebooks, illustration
history, Avant-Garde and modernism studies. She studied modernist
aesthetics in Nordic picturebooks
in her dissertation The Images of
Modernism (2008) and she is also
the co-editor of Children’s Literature and the Avant-Garde (2015).
She is a board member of European
Network of Picturebook Research
and a jury member of the Astrid
Lindgren Memorial Award.

Mia Österlund is an Associate Professor of Comparative Literature
at Åbo Akademi University. She
specializes in the intersections
between children’s literature and
gender studies, with a particular
focus on girlhood studies and queer
studies. Currently she is engaged
in a four-year research project on
temporality in children’s literature
at the Society of Swedish Literature
in Finland (SLS). She is an assistant editor of Barnboken: Journal
of Children’s Literature Research.
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Founded in 1965, the Swedish Institute for Children’s Books
is an independent foundation with financial support from the
Ministry of Education and Research and the City of Stockholm.
The chairman is appointed by the Swedish government. The institute strives to promote and support research on children’s literature by initiating projects, conferences, workshops, and other
events. The institute also publishes the only Swedish scholarly
journal on children’s and youth literature – Barnboken: Journal
of Children’s Literature Research – as well as a monograph series in collaboration with various publishing houses. Visiting
scholars enjoy a unique research environment with access to
a research library, which includes a large collection of Swedish
children’s and youth literature as well as one of the world’s largest collections of theoretical literature within the field.

Established in 1998, Malmö University is a young and vibrant
university in the south of Sweden. Malmö University educates
teachers, dentists, nurses, social workers and engineers, and
provides a wide range of programmes and courses to 24,000
students. For prospective international students in English/
children’s literature the university offers courses in “Children’s
Rights,” and “Children’s Literature in a Global Perspective”
on the undergraduate level, as well as a PhD-programme in
“Languages and Literature in Education.”
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Stockholm University is characterised by openness, innovation and collaboration. Ranked among the world’s top 100
universities, Stockholm University is one of Europe’s leading
centres for higher education and research in human science
and science. The university makes knowledge accessible to all
through dialogue, participation in public debate and the development of society. One of Stockholm University’s profile areas
is Worlds & conditions of children and youth, which includes
children’s literature and culture, studies of children as active
participants in school, peer life and family life, as well as their
ideas, rights and vulnerability. Children’s literature and young
adult fiction is a prominent research area at Stockholm University and Sweden’s only chair in comparative literature with
focus on the subject is placed here.

Established 100 years ago, Åbo Akademi University currently
operates in Turku and Vaasa. The leading principles include diversity, openness, courage, sustainability and participation. As
the only Swedish-speaking university in Finland, Åbo Akademi University offers a wide range of educational options. The
university also conducts research in many fields, and its special focus areas are minority research, drug development and
diagnostics, molecular process and material technology, and
the sea. During the course of the university’s first century, it
has grown into an internationally acknowledged research university with a unique role as the bridge between the university
communities in Finland and the other Nordic countries.
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The International Research Society for Children’s Literature
(IRSCL) is an international scholarly organization established
in 1970 to support and promote research in the field of children’s literature. It includes members from over forty countries worldwide. IRSCL’s aims are to promote academic research
and scholarship into children’s and youth literature, reading
and related fields; to facilitate co-operation between researchers in different countries and in different branches of learning,
and to enable researchers in different countries to exchange
information, share discussion of professional and theoretical
issues, and initiate and coordinate research.
Every two years a host country organizes an IRSCL Congress
at which scholars from all over the world have the opportunity to
meet each other, to exchange ideas and to initiate collaborations.
Each IRSCL Congress has a theme relevant to current research
in the field of children’s literature studies. Congresses also provide formal and informal opportunities for shaping the direction of the subject and influencing academic policy. Papers are
read in English, and sometimes also in the language of the host
country. Members receive a reduction on
Congress fees.
To learn more
about the IRSCL and
how to become a
member, please see
the IRSCL webp age:
www.irscl.com
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IRSCL Congress 2019: Silence and Silencing in Children’s
Literature has been made possible due to the generous support
from several funds, foundations, societies, co-organizers, and
sponsors.

The Congress has received generous financial support from the
following funds, foundations, societies, and co-organizers:
The Swedish Foundation for
Humanities and Social Sciences
(Riksbankens jubileumsfond)
The Society of Swedish Literature in Finland (Svenska
litteratursällskapet i Finland)
The Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet)
The Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland (Svenska
kulturfonden i Finland)
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The Nordic Culture Fund
(Nordisk Kulturfond)
Malmö University (Malmö
universitet)
Stockholm University
(Stockholms universitet)
Åbo Akademi University
(Åbo Akademi)
The Swedish Institute for
Children’s Books (Svenska
barnboksinstitutet)
International Research Society for Children’s Literature
(IRSCL)

The Congress would like to thank the following sponsors for
their generous support:

City of Stockholm (Stockholms stad)
Moomin Characters Oy Ltd
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Astrid Lindgren AB
Rabén & Sjögren
Junibacken
The Astrid Lindgren Society
(Astrid Lindgren-sällskapet)
Astrid Lindgren Memorial
Award
Bonnier Carlsen
Lilla Piratförlaget
Alfabeta
Natur & Kultur
Berghs Förlag
The Nordic Council Children
and Young People’s Literature
Prize (Nordiska rådets barnoch ungdomslitteraturpris)
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The Organizing Committee wishes to thank the following organizations, companies and individuals for their hard work
and support:

Partners

Stockholm City Conference Centre Junibacken
Konferenspoolen and Delegia
Norsk barnebokinstitutt
The Astrid Lindgren Society		
Lastenkirjainstituutti
City of Stockholm			
Visit Stockholm
Center for Børns Litteratur og Medier

Companies offering discounts to delegates

Arlanda Express			
Hellsten Hotels
Clarion Hotel Sign			
Ibis Styles Odenplan
Elite Hotels				Junibacken
First Hotels				Millesgården
Generator Hostel Stockholm		
Scandic Hotels

Keynote speakers

Vanessa Joosen			
Temi Odumosu			
Andrea Mei-Ying Wu

Bob Davis
Boel Westin

Speakers and moderators at the Nordic Theme
Night at Junibacken
Sara Bergmark Elfgren		
Linda Bondestam			
Martin Glaz Serup			
Stian Hole				
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Maria Lassén-Seger
Erik Titusson
Nils Nyman
Kajsa Medin Hansen

Moderators and organizers of Congress events

Sara Pankenier Weld, Matthew Roy and team (Mentoring Lunch)
IRSCL Executive Board and Lies Wesseling (Members’ Meeting)
Peter Cumming (Journal Editors’ Roundtable)
Macarena García-González (IRSCL Congress 2021)
All Congress moderators

Help and backing

IRSCL Executive Board		
IRSCL social media team		
Abstract reviewers			

Lunch mentors
Martin Hellström
Janne Kulosaari

Congress volunteers

Olivia Ahonen			
Anna Mellergård
Anita Alm				Ina Nes
Cecilia Ax				Bodil Nordin
Malin Drugge				Malin Rosenqvist
Anna Izountouemoi			
Karin Rubenson
Ingrid Källström			
Anna Sandström
Erika Lunding				Adeline Vernerback

The Swedish Institute for Children’s Books

Björn Andersson			
Karin Mossed
Kajsa Bäckius				Lillemor Torstensson
Sofia Gydemo				Jennifer Wahlund
Margareta Hofgren			
The Executive Board
Hanna Liljeqvist
And last but not least our warmest thanks to Congress Assistant Simon Springare for his outstanding efforts!
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